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at this period any developed capacity for legislation.
Charlemagne, indeed, and his immediate successors,
made efforts to reduce this confusion into something
like order through their decrees called Capitularies,
but I think it is agreed by legal historians that their
effect was inconsiderable, and the practice of issuing
them was soon discontinued. Law seems to have
been left to work out its own solutions, and the
result was, at least in France, that, after the lapse
of four centuries from the Barbarian conquest, the
confusion of personal and territorial law gave way
to the establishment of different territorial systems,
called Coutumes, in different provinces. These sys-
tems were in their nature customary law, variously
compounded of the Barbarian customs and the old
Romanised law, the latter almost continually grow-
ing in comparative strength, as society became more
civilised and given to industrial pursuits. This
growing predominance of the Roman law received
a fresh impetus from the revival of the scientific
study of that law, after the discovery of the Pandects,
at the University of Bologna. Students flocked
thither from all countries, and the legal doctrines
there acquired were disseminated throughout the
nations of the continent. A cultivated jurisprudence
was more and more demanded as civilisation ad-
vanced and industry and commerce became more
pervading. This was furnished ready-made by the
Roman law, and the administration of justice in all
the Western States of Europe became more and
more permeated with it.

Little resort was had to legislation in France until